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Business Briefs
Pita Pit comes to Downtown  

Franchisee Willie Alderson has opened the very first Pita Pit in Nebraska at 1311 O Street.
Originating in Canada, Pita Pit has seen tremendous growth since inception in 1995. Now
Pita Pit has more than 200 stores in the United States and Canada with an average of 4 stores
opening per month; Lincoln being the 61st in the U.S.

Willie says fate was on his side. On a cold January day,Willie and his two partners, Bryan
& Sarah Warnock, were scouring the streets of downtown Lincoln in search of the perfect
space for their Pita Pit restaurant. While Bryan & Sarah went on ahead for coffee,Willie
stopped at Walgreen’s for cold medication. “Who would have thought that my illness would
have been the best thing that happened to us,” said Willie. “I mentioned that I was in town
searching for retail space near the campus and the woman at the counter referred me next
door to Fred Wilson, who had the perfect space for us.”

The Pita Pit’s motto is Fresh Thinking, Healthy Eating.The goal is to offer quality, healthy,
fresh food – fast.They offer dozens of varieties of pitas and salads, with Chicken Caesar
remaining the most popular. Pita Pit hours are from 10:30 a.m. – 11 p.m. Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
– 2:00 a.m. Monday through Wednesday and 10:30 – 3:00 a.m.Thursday through Saturday.
Pita Pit also delivers. For more information, call 474-7482 or visit their website at
www.pitapit.com.

FREEFORM boardsports
When considering a space for his FREEFORM boardsports store, President Troy

Hollenbeck said downtown was the only place for him. “We certainly do not fit the mall
mold,” said Troy “Our audience is really college and high school age kids. We needed to be
close to campus.”

Specializing in extreme sports, FREEFORM boardsports carries snowboards, skateboards,
sport and high fashion sunglasses, shoes, clothing, ball caps and body jewelry. President Troy
Hollenbeck has pieced together a variety of brands and products, many that cannot be found
anywhere else in Nebraska. “I have spent a lot of time on the West Coast and usually buy my
wardrobe there. I decided to bring those lines back to Nebraska,” said Troy.

Brands such as Lost Enterprises, Sessions, Matix and Von Zipper are available at
FREEFORM. Store hours are Monday through Wednesday 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 11:00
a.m. to 10:00 p.m.Thursday through Saturday; closed Sunday. For more information, visit
1451 O Street, Suite 200 or call Troy at 477-4188.

Danny’s Downtown Deli Opens Second Location in Terminal Building
As if their lives were not hectic enough, Danny’s Downtown Deli owners Dan Patrick

and wife Mary Ellen took on the task of opening a second location downtown.
In April, they welcomed their second child into the world. In May, their home was nearly

destroyed by the Hallam tornados. But Dan and Mary Ellen would not be held back by a lit-
tle chaos in their life. Even though they were busy with a newborn and rebuilding their
home, when Bill Wadell and Diane Buss from the Terminal Building approached them about
leasing the former Manila Bay space, Dan and Mary Ellen jumped at the opportunity. “Bill
and Diane have been incredible to work with. They made this move very easy for us,” said
Dan. “Being on the corner of 10th & O streets is a great location. We love the historical
aspect of the Terminal Building, the glass front and the high traffic.”

Danny’s Downtown Deli offers a huge selection of hot and cold sandwiches, salad, soup,
tacos, lasagna and also serves breakfast. Dan said they offer specialty sandwiches such as
pastrami and corned beef; which are somewhat difficult to find. The favorite sandwich is the
N Street Club Combo, but Dan prefers the basic: ham and cheese.

The deli is open 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 10:00 a.m. to 5:00

DOWNTOWN RETAIL FOCUS:
GOMEZ ART SUPPLY 

After two years of consideration, artist
Peggy Gomez decided to open her own art
supply store and studio.  Peggy worked
part time as an instructor and print techni-
cian at UNL for seven years and is very
familiar with the needs of the art students.
“I wanted students and local artists to feel
welcome, appreciated and understood
when they visited my store.  I have contact
with all the art instructors and know their
class requirements.  I am able to gather
their supplies quickly and easily,” Peggy
said.  

Besides her retail store being housed
at the front of the space, Peggy has her
own art studio and leases three other stu-
dios to local artists.  She carries a wide
variety of products, from oil and acrylic
paints and brushes to paper and canvas.
Exclusive to Nebraska, Peggy is the only
authorized dealer of Utrecht Art Supplies. 

Beginning November 7 and running
through December 4, you can view a 
variety of Peggy’s artwork.  “Hearts and
Houses” will be on display at Haymarket
restaurant, Baciami (301 N. 8th).  
Please call Peggy for more information at
477-6200 or visit the art supply store and
studio at 1028 O Street.  �
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